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SCV-AFG Intergroup Newsletter
DISTRICT MEETINGS 

District 20 Meeting 
Third Wednesday of odd 
months, 7:00-9:00 pm. 
Zoom ID: 291-417-7219 
Passcode: serenity 

District 21 Meeting 
First Wednesday of all 
months, 7:00—8:00 pm. 
No Zoom ID as of March 20 

District 22 Meeting 
Third Wednesday of odd 
months, 7:00—8:30 pm. 
Zoom ID: 958 118 1754 
Passcode: district 22 

INTERGROUP MEETING 

Second Tuesday of all 
months, 7:30—9 pm. 
Zoom ID: 681 1993 4890 
Passcode: AFG 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Santa Clara Valley  
Al-Anon Family Groups 
1 West Campbell Avenue 
Room Q82, Campbell CA 
95008 
Telephone: 408-379-9375 
Email: 
info.scvafg@gmail.com 
Website: 
http//www.scv-afg.org/ 

New contact info? Let us know 
ASAP so we can update it! 

Leaving Covid-19 Behind—At Last 
Meetings which have been operating in the Zoom space for the 
last eighteen months are considering, planning, voting, and moving 
ahead with plans to reopen as live, in-person meetings. Is the end 
of the pandemic in sight? How exhilarating it will be to see friends 
accessible only through little windows in the Zoom app—or not at 
all, if Zoom was not to their taste. There is so much to catch up 
on! So many changes happened in “Zoom Time” that may turn out 
to have broadened our program, our perspective on it, and our 
appreciation for it—and which may become permanent!

We can celebrate, and be proud of, how our entire organization 
turned on a dime, embracing a technology that enabled us to keep 
meeting for eighteen months, while in full, then partial quarantine. 
It’s ginormous! A major national public health crisis disrupted our 
lives and our recovery, and we prevailed over it. 

Now we are beginning to move out of its shadow, though we will 
mourn for a long time our losses to Covid-19. It has taken nearly 
five million family members, friends, and neighbors away forever.  

Zoom gave us a lot. It enabled us to connect with people all over 
the country—actually,  all over the world. A member from South 
Africa chaired one of my meetings! Imagine!

It enabled us to create hybrid meetings, meetings that are both live 
and also on Zoom. On the other hand, new meetings have started 
up, and plan to stay on Zoom permanently. Special constituencies 
that cannot draw a crowd in person can fill a Zoom screen. It’s so 
heartening: think of the many people Al-Anon can reach with the 
promise of recovery—people we could never have reached before. 

Zoom also compelled us to communicate more effectively. We 
could not be in the same room, so our communications had to be 
clear and effective.

mailto:info.scvafg@gmail.com


Santa Clara Valley Al-Anon Family Groups October 2021 Newsletter

2

Interested in  
Serving Your Group? 
IG Representative Katie St is 
heading up Intergroup’s 
Nominations Committee. 
Nominations for what? For 
new Intergroup Reps, Group 
Reps, and Committee Chairs 
for 2022. These service 
positions turn over at year–
end annually and tri-annually, 
opening up opportunities for 
fresh faces and fresh ideas to 
come in. Contact Katie or 
your IG Rep to find out more.  

Check out it in the Al-Anon/
Alateen Service Manual. It’s 
available at the Al-Anon 
Bookstore in Campbell. The 
Service Manual touches just 
about everything Al-Anon: 
the beginnings, the history, 
the service opportunities, and 
the structure.  

Perhaps the most reassuring 
thing it shows is how Al-Anon 
continually grows and 
changes to meet the needs of 
its membership. You can 
become a part of this. 

 ❦

Zoom allowed people to attend meetings completely incognito. 
Fear of the loss of anonymity, of being recognized, or “outed” is 
more of a factor for newcomers than for long timers. It takes a 
while to trust when you’ve been living in disfunction and chaos.

And now we face a sort of happy reverse engineering situation. 
Where’s the Secretary’s binder? The Meeting Binder? The keys to 
the meeting room? The closet where all the supplies are stored? 
Who’s in charge of coffee? How are the chairs arranged? We will 
figure it out, while we celebrate getting back to where we were.

Many years ago, the town I grew up in went through a disastrous 
flood. Everyone was affected in some way, whether their house was 
completely under water, as in some neighborhoods, or in others, 
got only a few inches of water. People pulled together, helped each 
other, and cleaned up the town. Afterwards, time was divided into 
“before the flood,” as in “that happened before the flood” and 
“after the flood.” I wonder if that is how we will divide up our 
experience of Covid-19? “Before Covid-19” and “After Covid-19”? It 
would not be surprising: Covid-19 marks a division of sorts in our 
lives. 

We will be looking back on these months not just for the 
inconveniences, the tedious quarantine, and the hardship, but as a 
time of  tremendous spiritual and practical growth for scv-afg.org. 
Covid-19 has pushed us to examine our program and “build back 
better,” as a current political slogan states. scv-afg.org had a lot 
going for it before Covid-19. It will get better as we move forward. 

Read the glowing report on the work your Intergroup has 
undertaken since Covid-19 struck. Starting with the plan to keep 
our Al-Anon Bookstore open through the quarantine and moving 
on, Intergroup has nailed it! Alternate Chairperson Penny’s report 
to the Al-Anon Assembly this Fall follows.—Nancy B
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Intergroup Report 
for October 2021 
The Monthly Intergroup 
meeting on October 12 
reports the following: 

• Intergroup has a new 
Treasurer. Rochelle was 
hired as bookkeeper, and 
subsequently voted in as 
Treasurer. 

• Over $1700 has been 
raised to fund our new 
professionally developed 
website. It will effectively 
reach out to the wider 
community with help, 
information, and referrals 
to 12 Step services 

• The Bylaws Revision 
Committee has almost 
completed a meticulous 
review of the 2010 Bylaws, 
and is preparing them for 
review by the whole of 
Intergroup.  

• The new Technology 
Coordinator position was 
established and stands 
ready to be filled. Could 
this be you? 

• An Intergroup Venmo 
account has been set up 
for members’ convenience 
in making donations. See 
the flyer on page 8. 

                   ❦ 
Contact your Intergroup Rep 
with any questions you have 
about this report.

Penny Reports to the 2021 Assembly 
 
Hi, I’m Penny HP,  Santa Clara Valley Al-Anon Family Groups AIS 
Intergroup Liaison. SCV AFG is the Area Information Service arm 
for D20, D21 and D22. We meet the second Tuesday of the month 
via Zoom since the pandemic hit. For the past nine months, our 
Chairperson Maria G. and I have been been evaluating and getting 
a handle on how we have been doing our business - it has included: 

1. We started the year by holding an orientation for all new 
members.Typically in Santa Clara Valley, being an Intergroup Rep 
(IGR) is a member’s first service position beyond the group level 
and we wanted to increase engagement and clarity, 

2. We built on the “Where to Find It:  A Guide for NCWSA 
Group Reps” and created a “Where to find it: A Guide for SCV 
AFG Intergroup Reps” 

3. We now start our monthly meetings by reading a Concept from 
the Service Manual. 

4. We are connecting our work with the districts we serve, 
NCWSC and WSO, so we can run as a part of Al-Anon rather 
than independently – these links have been missing in the past. 

5. We determined we needed to standardize how we set up 
accounts like our Bank, Comcast and Square so when the time for 
rotation of leadership occurs in the future it can be completed 
smoothly and much more easily.

6. We hired a long-time Al-Anon member to be our bookkeeper. 
after going without a Treasurer for seven months, then recently 
elected that bookkeeper (who has moved out the area) to be our 
Treasurer. We’ve gained clarity on our financial status with her 
help. We’re looking at all our expenses and trimming everything 
we can. 
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7. Our Financial Coordinators have been doing a fabulous job. They 
willingly have jumped in and completed any financial work that 
needs to be done locally, especially during the time when we were 
without a treasurer—and now our Treasurer lives out of the area. 
They also give us a transparent financial process with 3 people 
looking at our finances rather than two. 

8. We recently added an Intergroup Venmo to our donation options 
so it’s easier for our groups to send in their donations. 

9. When the pandemic hit, our Intergroup was in pretty good 
financial standing and had suggested groups contribute to the 
NCWSA and WSO instead of our Intergroup. Because we recently 
discovered that we are dipping into our prudent reserve, we sent out 
an appeal letter to our members in D20, D21 and D22 to bring some 
of that Seventh Tradition love back to SCV AFG and they have 
responded wonderfully!

10. Our Facilities Coordinator quickly realized that the guidelines 
for her position needed updating, and so with that awareness we are 
in the beginning process of having all coordinators review or create 
written guidelines for their service position to ensure they are 
accurate. She also quickly recognized that we needed to add a new 
service position of Technology Coordinator, which we are currently 
looking to fill. With our facilities coordinator’s tenacity and 
commitment, we have all our bookstore hours covered with 
members to sell books and feel that our facility is under much 
greater “control”. 

11. Our Website Coordinator and her task force gathered bids for a 
new and improved professionally designed website –a website that 
will provide the newcomer with the much-needed information that 
is lacking on our current website. We have voted and approved the 
bid and now are gathering the funds to make it a reality. 

12. Our newsletter coordinator is creating fabulous monthly e-
newsletters that are very informative and inspirational. 

13. A By-Laws Task force was created and is in the process of a much-
needed Bylaw’s update – the last update was in 2010– the committee 
is being very thorough and hopes to have a draft to the group by end 
of year. 

14. In April our Alateen Process Person offered her first ever B-17 
training to help our Intergroup AMIAS get re-certified. 

Out of the Zoom Box 
and into the Green 

Some Al-Anon members are 
beginning to attend In-Person 
meetings that have begun to 
open up. For those of you 
who are interested in seeing 
the fellowship in the flesh, but 
still a bit hesitant to go to an 
indoor meeting, “Out of the 
Box AFG” at Maywood Park 
on Sunday Mornings at 9:30 
am may be the just right 
choice for you! 
The meeting formed during 
the summer of 2020 when a 
group of Al-Anon members 
were craving to see others 
face to face in a safe way. 
Zoom meetings are not 
everyone's cup of tea. 
Members bring a portable 
chair and dress in layers. The 
group meets under a large 
tree on the other side of a 
small hill past the far end of 
the playground structure. 
When it rains, the meeting 
moves to the overhang with 
tables at the school beside 
the park. There is green grass 
and geese aplenty along with 
our experience, strength and 
hope. —Anonymous Member  
P.S. Don’t forget to  
bring a chair!
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15. We are just starting to work on improving our TeleService 
approach as we recently learned from an AA/Al-Anon member, who 
does work at the local AA 24-hour Hotline, that a considerable 
number of phone calls from family and friends of alcoholics that is 
received at AA and then referred to our local Al-Anon TeleService 
number are calling back to the AAHotline and indicating that they 
never hear back from Al-Anon, and so they go back to A.A. for help. 
We learned that more than a third of AA’s local Hotline calls are 
from family members of alcoholics, and since our primary purpose is 
to give help and hope to family members, we want to correct this 
situation as soon as possible. 

16. We’ve been supporting our IGR's by talking about the transition 
back to live meetings. 

17. We opened our Service Board quarterly meetings to all members 
which we feel builds trust and transparency amongst the member-
ship. This change has contributed to the changing tone of SCV AFG 
from adversarial to kindness, cooperation and presuming good will. 

18. We are a great place to test out service beyond the group level 
and have several coordinator positions that need to be filled. 

19. And finally, we continue to forward mail to NCWSA and the Pink 
Can Fund since we share a mailing address. 

We have covered a lot of territory and couldn’t have done it without 
the dedication, support, and love of all the officers, IGR’s, 
Coordinators and Service board Members. We are confident that we 
will continue to grow on our path as we move forward. Together we 
are truly better! 

Groups Who Share Zoom Accounts Save!  
Interested? Contact Monica scvafgzoommtg1@gmail.com to find out 
how. You need to:

              Provide meeting name, day, start time, end time, your 
              group’s meeting facilitator name, and contact information.

              Provide the start date needed for Zoom meeting creation 
              or transition.

              Pricing and availability of a Zoom Meeting will be worked 
              out with the group meeting facilitators and Zoom. 

Payment will be made to the Intergroup Venmo Account upon 
agreement among sharing groups.

Intergroup Goes  
Venmo 

 
Many groups set up 
Venmo Accounts so that 
members can contribute 
to their group, or to 
scvafg.org at 10 West 
Campbell Ave, Rm Q82 
Campbell, California. 
95008. This is another 
benefit of being on 
Zoom: In-person 
donations are not 
possible, so Venmo 
came to the rescue. 

So now Intergroup has 
its own Venmo account! 
Writing a check, getting 
the address, a stamp 
and an envelope—not 
necessary when you  
can pay via Venmo.  

Set up a Venmo account, 
tap your credit card  
on the Venmo icon,  
enter an amount,  
and you’re done! 

                ❦ 

Check out the Venmo 
flyer at the end of this 
newsletter.

mailto:scvafgzoommtg1@gmail.com
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Behind the Scenes at Our New SCVAFG Website 
Intergroup and the Website Committee anticipate rolling out our new 
website after the first of the year. Right now the committee is working 
on establishing the many components that will be included in it. 
Meanwhile, Intergroup is focused on raising the funds to pay for it. 
Professional website developer Tim Weaver will guide us to realize our 
vision. This consultant pointed out early on that the existing website 
was directed inward, to our members’ needs. That’s a good thing! Our 
local Al-Anon is strong and healthy in part because of it!

But we need to make a 180 degree turn and reach outside now. It is truly 
our guiding purpose, stated in our preamble “Al-Anon has but one 
purpose: to help families of alcoholics.” Our new website will help us do 
this, while also reaching out to the larger world.. With professional 
guidance, we will orchestrate the images, key words, and concepts that 
draw people in. We aim to reach three audiences: our members, the 
professionals who council and treat alcoholics and their family members, 
and people outside of the rooms of Al-Anon who may have come to it 
for the first time.

Please read Chairperson Maria G’s letter below for more insight on 
where we are going with this new website.

Maria Reports on Website and Finances 
 
Dear Fellowship: 
I am writing to update you on our financial status. Our 10/12/2021 
Treasurer’s Report showed that we are no longer using our prudent 
reserve to pay our expenses, thank you. We have also collected about 
$1,700 of the $9,000 necessary to pay for the website update. Once we 
have received $4,500, we will begin the update. Thank you for your 
generosity. If you want your future donations to be used for the website, 
please write it on your donation. Once the $9,000 is received, we will let 
you know. All future funds will then go into our general account to cover 
ongoing monthly expenses of approximately $2,500. Thank you for your 
trust in us and your continued support to people who suffer from the 
family disease of alcoholism.Your trusted servant,

Maria G. 
Chairperson SCVAFG

Subscribe Now! 
It’s Free! 
Get the Intergroup 
Newsletter sent to you. 
Sign up on scv-afg,org 
website online to get it. 
Click Literature on the 
menu bar, then Santa 
Clara Valley Newsletter. 
“SCV Intergroup 
Newsletter” will pop up. 
Scroll down to the 
“Subscribe to Our 
Newsletter” box. Enter 
your email address, and 
—Bingo! you will receive 
each issue automatically 
from now on, and you 
will never miss an issue. 

Just One Last 
Reminder: VENMO! 
On page eight you will 
find a downloadable 
flyer that features  the 
Venmo app. You can 
download it for your 
group, and access our  
scv-afg.org account 

http://scv-afg.org
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Ready, Set, Go For It! 
  A Brand-New, Custom Built, Al-Anon Website! 
 Your SCV-AFG Intergroup Representatives recognize the need for it— 
 All of us are exasperated by the difficulty of updating and searching the  
 current one.The recent alphabet soup of the Zoom listings clinched it!  

We are  
ready to  

Go For It!

We need you to donate. Why? 
Covid19 strained our finances!. You can help us out! 

Donate directly to: 

SCV-AFG Al-Anon Family Groups 
1 West Campbell Avenue, Room Q82 

Campbell CA 95008

Help Us  
Go For It !
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ANNOUNCING 

SCV AFG Intergroup VENMO Account 

Please put your meeting name, day, time and WSO#  
DO NOT toggle over to pay for a good or service on the pay screen because we are a non- 

profit and we are not providing a good or service 
 

 
 

In Venmo search for	@Inter-group-treasurer 
 

You will need a Venmo App and Account to donate  
 

We contribute in gratitude for what we have received from Al-Anon 
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